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The Temper of Jesus, c. 


* And that Repentante and Remiſſon of Sins 
; ſhould be Preached in his Name among 
all Nations : 


BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM. 


UR Lord Jeſus being riſen from the 
Dead, the Method He uſes to de- 
monſtrate to His Diſciples the Cer- 

tainty of ſo great a Miracle, is ve- 
ry compleat. He begins with their Sexſes, 

Mowing himſelf to them, and offering to be 

Touch'd and Handled, v. 39. For a Spirit has 

vor Heſb and Bones, as you ſee me have. He 

ext addreſſes to their Faith, by Arguments 


# *+ 


rom Scripture, proving, that thoſe things mut 
peeds be fulfilled, which were written in the 
aw of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in 
he Pſalms, concerning him, v. 44. And, laſt- 
287, compleats the Conviction, and furniſhes 
81 hem to make the beſt uſe of it, by opening 
err Underſtanding, v. 45. Then openbd he their 
. uaerſtanding, that they might underſtand the 
Sp cripture, that thus it behoved Chritt to ſuffer, 
end to riſe from the Dead the third Day, und 
$4 A 3 that 
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that ener and Remi ſion of Sins ſhould be | 
preach'd in his Name, beginning at Jeruſalem. * 
From which Words we may obſerve, © 


I. That Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 
are both the Fruits of ChriſPs Death and Re- 
ſurrection; ſince it behoved Chriſt thus to 
ſuffer and riſe, that they might be preached. 
Had He not Dy'd and Roſe again, there 
would have been no Forgiveneſs. There 
might indeed have been a kind of Repen- | 
tance, ſuch as in Hell, or ſuch as that of 1 f 
Judas, which ſent him thither; a Repentance 
unto Death and Deſpair : but Repentance unto 
Life, and Remiſſion of Sin, are the Bleſſed 
Fruits that grow out of the accurſed Tree, 
and do riſe with our Lord Jeſus out. of the 60 
ſame Grave. Iis Chrii! that died, yea, rather 
that is riſen again, that is the Ground of that 
following Challenge, Who ſhall lay any thing 
to the Charge of God's Elect? 3 
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II. Obſ. Repentance and Remiſſiu of Sins * 


go together, both in the Commiſſion, and in 
the Nature of the thing. M 


29 


To preach Repentancè is as truly the Deſign : 
and Buſineſs of the Goſpel-Commifſion, as to 
preach Remiſſion of Sins. Conſequently, if 1% 
preach the Nature of Repentance, the Mo- J 
tives to it, the Neceſlity of it, *tis all Goſpel ; 

'tis 


Pl n 9 LF 
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Grace to the Chief of Sinners. 5 
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| 
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\ 


ſalem. 9 


tis what the Law knew nothing of, made no 
Allowance for, but this makes one half of the 
Goſpel-Commiſſion. 
Repentance, is a revolted Sinners Returning 
f Sins back from Sin and Satan, from the World and 
1d Re- Self, to God, his Original Happineſs; as to 
ws to his Sovereign Lord, to be obeyed ; and his 
ached. beſt Portion, to be enjoyed; depending for 
there Acceptance on the Recommendation of the 
There Mediator. For this End Chriſt came into 
Lepen- |} the World, with this he began his Miniſtry, 
nat of Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven i at hand. 
ntance With this Meſſage were the Apoſtles and Mi- 


e unto F niſters ſent iato all Nations, and it would be 

zleſſed very ſtrange indeed, if Chriſt, His Apoſtles, 

Tree, His firſt Miniſters, and His own Commiſſion 

of the too, ſhould be all of them only in a Legal De- 

A ſign, and govern'd by a Legal Spirit. 

t that 

thing III. Obſ. The Gofpel-Commiſſion and Offer is 
A without Exception of Nation or Perſons ; 
3 that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins 

F Sins may be preach'd unto ALL NATIONS. 

and in | 


f 
4 * 
+» 
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Impenitence and Unbelief make the only 
Exceptions: They do indeed effectually keep 


* „ 
5 . 


Deſign our Names out of the Book of Life, the Lift 
as to and Characters of thoſe whom the Goſpel ap- 
if 1 points to Salvation. It's noTmputation upon 
Mo- God that the Light of the Knowledge of the 
ofpel ; F Glory of God in Jeſus Chris, is not as nou 
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6 The Temper of Ixsus, | 
fal as the Light of the Sun; and that the 
Book of Scripture is not read, where-eyer the g. 
Book of Nature lies open. Their Line is gone C 
throughout all the World; and where-ever one J 
Line of Nature's Law is writ, it might have h. 
been interlined with Goſpel-Diſcoveries, if it 
had not been their own Fault, for the Com- 
miſſion was as wide as poſſible, but they 
would not ſuffer it to run; and though it was 
commiſſioned into all Nations, thoſe very Na- 
tions abſolutely refuſed it, and cannot juſtly 
tax Providence for the want of that which they 
would never receive. 


— 
— , 
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IV. Obſ. 'Theſe great Bleſſings of Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins are commanded to be 
2 in the firſt place to ſome of 5 i. 1 
eff of Sinners, beginning at Jeruſalem. 


It's very affecting, that the it Offers of 
Grace ſhould be =, ce Þ to nod ale or all 
People in the World had done it the moſt De- 
ſpite | That the Heavenly Gift ſhould be ten- 
dred to thoſe Firſt, who leaſt Deſerved it; not 
that any can Deſerve it at all, for then it were 
not Grace; but they of all People had moſt De- 
ſerved the contrary | That they who had abu- 
Ted Chriſt to a Degree beyond the moſt pitiful 
Deſcription, ſhould yet lie uppermoſt in His 
Care, and ftand foremoſt in His Pity, and 
find ſo much Mercy from one, to whom'they 
ſhowed none at all ! One 


Grace to the Chief of Smners. 7 


One would rather have expected the Apo- 
ſtles ſhould have received another kind of 
Charge; and that Chriſt ſhould have ſaid, 
Let Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins be preach'd, 
but carry it not to Jeruſalem, that wicked 
City, that has been the Slaughter-houſe of my 
Prophets, whom I have often ſent. After 
them I ſent Joh the Baptiſl, a burning and a 
ſhining Light, him they killed in Priſon. La$? 

S all, I Myſelf, the Son, came alſo ; and Me, 
5 with wicked Hands, they have crucified and 
flain. They may do the ſame by You ; the 
* Diſciple is not ble to be better (treated) than 
F his Lord : Let not the Goſpel enter thoſe Gates, 
through which they led Me, its Author, to 
Crucifixion. | 
L have been preaching there my ſelf this 
three Years, I have mingled my Tears with 
my Sermons, I have ſupported my Pretenſions 
and Character from the Scriptures of Moſes 
and the Prophets, I have confirmed them by 
Divine Miracles, and ſealed all with my 


Blood, yet they world not give Ear! Oh Je- 
4 ruſalem! Jeruſalem! all that J have left for 


thee now is, what I have before dropt over 
# thee, vis. a compaſſionate Tear and Wiſh, 
that thou hadit known in this thy Day the 
| things that belonged to thy Peace] but now 
they are hid from thine Eyes; and ſo let them 
remain, for I charge you, my Apoſtles, to 
preach Repentance, and Remi ſſion of Sins, to- 


all | 
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all other Nations, but come not near that wic- 
ked City. | 
But God's Thoughts are not as ours, nei. 
ther are his Ways as our Ways; but as far a 
the Heavens are above the Earth, ſo are h 
Thoughts and Ways above ours. Our way is, 
to make the chief Offenders Examples of Ju- 
ſtice, to avenge our ſelves upon thoſe who have 
done us Perſonal Injury and Wrong; but 
Chriſt chooſes out theſe, to make Examples 


: 


of Mercy, and commands the fir Offer of 
Eternal Life to be made to them, and all the 
World are to wait till they have had the firſt | 
Refuſal of the Goſpel-Salvation. | 
As if our Lord had ſaid, It's true, my Suf- | 
; ferings are an univerſal Remedy, and I have | 
| given my Life a Ranſom for many, that the Gen- 
| tiles afar off might be brought nigh, and all the = 
LF Ends of the Earth might ſee the Salvation of | 
1 God, and therefore go into all Nations, and 
iq offer this Salvation as you go; but, leſt the 
poor Houle of 1/rae/ ſhould think themſelves 
abandon'd to Deſpair, the Seed of eAbraham, 
mine ancient Friend; as cruel and unkind as 
they have been, go, make them the Fir#/ 
Ofer of Grace, let them have the Firſt Refu- 
ſal of Goſpel- Mercy: Let them that ftruck i 
the Rock, drink firſt of its refreſhing Streams; 
and they that drew my Blood, be welcome to 


its healing Virtue. a 


Tell 


all the 


e firſt 


— 


+ 


| Grace to the Chief of Sinners. 9 


n 


Tell them, that as I was ſent to the % 
Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, ſo, if they will 
be gathered, I will be their Sheppard ſtill. 
Though they deſpiſed my Tears, wiuch I ſhed 
over them, and imprecated my Hood to be 
upon them, tell them, *twas for their Sakes J 
ſhed Both, that by my Tears, I might ſoften 
their Hearts towards God ; and by my Blood 
I might reconcile God to them. 

Tell them I live, and becauſe I am alive 


again, my Death ſhall not be their Damna- 
tion; nor is my Murther an unpardonable 


Sin, but that the Blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from 
all Sin, even the Sin by which that Blood 
was drawn. 

Tell them, you have ſeen the Prints of the 
Nails upon my Hands and Feet, and the 
Wounds of the Spear in my Side, and that 


& thoſe Marks of their Cruelty are fo far from 
giving me vindictive Toughts, that every 


Wound they have given me, ſpeaks in their 
& Behalf, pleads with the Father for Remiſſion 
of their Sins, and enables me to beſtow it; 
and by thoſe Sufferings which they may be 


ready to think, have exaſperated me againſt 


them, by thoſe very Wounds, court and per- 


{wade them, to receive the Salvation they 
have procured. 
Nay, if you meet that poor Wretch that 


# thruſt the Spear into my Side, tell Him, there 


is another Way, a better Way, of coming at 
my 
7 
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all other Nations, but come not near that wic- 
ked City. 2% N eee 

But God's Thoughts are not as ours, nei- 
ther are his Ways as our Ways; but as far as 


the Heavens are above the Earth, ſo are his 


Thoughts and Ways above ours. Our way is, 


to make the chief Offenders Examples of Ju- 
ſtice, toavenge our ſelves upon thoſe who have | 


done us Perſonal Injury and Wrong; but 


Chriſt chooſes out theſe, to make Examples 
r Offer of 


of Mercy, and commands the ff 


Eternal Life to be made to them, and all the 


World are to wait till they have had the firſt 
Refuſal of the Goſpel- Salvation. 1 | 
As if our Lord had faid, It's true, my Suf- 
ferings are an univerſal Remedy, and I have 


given my Life a Ranſom for many, that the Gen- | 


might be brought nigh, and all the 


tiles afar of 


Ends of the Earth might ſee the Salvation of © 


God, and therefore go into all Nations, and 
offer this Salvation as you go; but, leſt the 

r Houſe of I1/rae/ ſhould think themſelves 
abandon'd to Deſpair, the Seed of eAbraham, 
mine ancient Friend ; as cruel and-unkind as 
they have been, go, make them the Fir 
Offer of Grace, let them have the Firſt Refu- 


ſal of Goſpel-Mercy : Let them that ſtruck” > 


the Rock, drink firſt of its refreſhing Streams; 
and they that drew my Blood, be welcome t9 


its healing Virtue. 
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Tell them, that as T was ſent to the 70% 
Sheep of the Houſe "of Iſrael, fo, if they will 
be gathered, I will be their Sheppard ſtill. 
Though they deſpiſed my Tears, which I ſhed 
re hs over them, and imprecated my Blood to be 
y is, upon them, tell them, twas for their Sakes I 
Ju- ſhed Both, that by my Tears, I might ſoften 
have their Hearts towards God; and by my Blood 

but I might reconcile God to them. 
iples' | Tell them I live, and becauſe I am alive 
2 of again, my Death ſhall not be their Damna- 
"the tion; nor is my Murther an unpardonable 
firſt Sin, but that the Blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from 

all Sin, even the Sin by which that Blood 

was drawn, 
Tell them, you have ſeen the Prints of the 
Nails upon my Hands and Feet, and the 
& Wounds of the Spear in my Side, and that 

& thoſe Marks of their Cruelty are ſo far from 

giving me vindictive Voughts, that every 

Wound they have given me, ſpeaks in their 

Behalf, pleads With the Father for Remiſſion 
of their Sins, and enables me to beſtow it; 

and by thoſe Sufferings which they may be 
ready to think, have exaſperated me againſt 

W them, by thoſe very Wounds, court anc r= 
ade them, to receive the Salvation t ey 
ave procured. LING 

Nay, if you meet that poor Wretch that 
f thruſt the Spear into my Side, tell Him, there 


my 


1s another Way, a better Way, of coming at 
a | B N 
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do Swe emper 


my Heart, even my Heart's Love, if He will 
repent, and lock upon him whom be has pierced, | 
and will mum, Iwill cheriſh him in that ver 
Boſom he has wounded, He ſhall find thge 
Blood he ſhed an ample Atonement for the 
Sin of ſhedding it. And tell him from me, 
He will put me to more Pain and Diſpleaſure 
by refuſing this Offer of my Blood, than when 
he firſt drew it forth. In ſhort, 3 
Though they have gainſay'd my Doctrine, 
bla ſphem'd my Divinity, and abus'd and tor- 
mented my Perſon, taken away my Life, and 
what is next valuable to every honeſt Man, 
endeavour'd to murther my Reputation too, 
by making me an Impoſtor, and imputing my 
Miracles to a Combination with Belxebub; 
However, go to Jeruſalem, and by Beginning 
there, ſhow them ſuch a Miracle of Goodneſs 
and Grace, that they themſelves mult confeſs 
too Good for the YM have any Hand in, 
too God like for hin to be aſſiſting to; that 
may convince them of their Sin, and at the 
ſame Time, that nothing can be greater than 
their Sin, except this Mercy and Grace of 
mine, which, where their Sin has abounded 
does thus much more abound, Beginning at Je- 
rufalem: TUO: DEW 
I ſhall further improve this Paſſage by 
ſpeaking to the follow ing Things. 7 
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I. For hat: Reds ſpecial to that Place 
and People, muſt the Geert of begin at 
Teruſalem ? © - 

it, For * common to tlie Caſe 
of all Great Sinners, is the Lord ſeſus ſo 
deſirous of their Converſfion, and that 
they ſhould Know that He is ſo? 


L For what Reaſons, ſpecial to that Place 
and People, muſt the Goſpel firſt begiz at 


lo? 
Jeruſalem * 


5 : 
61. C bvift' + Was 6 We 70 hn and 
+ Joref muſt firſt be offered to them. He was 
be Mercy promiſed to the Fathers. The Time 
of his Coming, is calPd the Time of the ful. 
Bling of the Promiſe, in the Hope of which they 
4 * inſtantly Day and Night, to whom 


4 
T 


; pertain?d the Adoption, the Glory, the Cove 


rant of Promiſe, the _ F ih Lau, and. 
he Service God, and the Promiſes. -* | 

The Promiſe of the Meſſiah was the peculi- 
gar Entail of that Family, Of whom concerning 
he Fleſh Chriſt came. Indeed in Him alſo do 
e Gentiles truſt, but we come in as Legatees 
o the New Will and Teftament in His "Blyd, 
hereby, he.cut off the Entail, and brought 
Heu and Gentiles upon the ſame Terms for 
Palvation, vis. He that believeth ſhall be ſaved: 
7 1d Jew FixsT and then alſo to the Gentile 

B 2 9 2. Th, 


dy 2. The Wiſdom of God thought fit, to lay the 
Foundation of the Goſpel at that Place, where 
its Foundation was firſt [truck at. | = + 

The Report of His being ſtolen away by his | 
Diſciples, was a Blow at the Hot, for if Chriſt 
be not riſen, our Faith is vain, and our Preaching 
# vain; therefore, do you go firſt to Jeruſalem, 
and confute that Lie. Tho? tis a Lie that has 
the Countenance of ſome in Figure and Autho- 
| rity, yet, you muſt confront it, Jon are my 
| Witneſſes of theſe Things, v. 48. and by your 
by -— Teſtimony J muſt diſhpate 12 Artifice of the 
* N. Wan 3 V's A a 4 

Poor otherwiſe, Chriſtianity muſt have of- 

feered it {elf tothe World around, with great 
Diſadvantage, if it had not firſt ſhown it felt | 
Ib 
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at Jeriſalem, and afſerted the Reſurrect ion of | 
Jeſus tg; the Teeth of thoſe, who were hired to 
diſperſe that ill contriv'd Lie, * of His being IF . 
ſtole away. The Nations might ſuſpect, that 

the Doctrine of ſeſus durſt not ſhow. it ſelf at | 
Jeruſalem, for Want of ſufficient) Evidence of an 
the Reſurrection, of its Author. But your 
Teſtimony will either ſatisfie, or leave them 
without Excuſe, You are a {ufficient Num- 
ber, you are of approved Honeſty, your Interett | 
lies another Way, That ſhould lead you rather 


8 Nl 


* Nr. Auſtin coll ir. For (ſays be) if the Soldiers were 
aſleep, how did they know his Diſciples flole him; if awake, 8 
why did they let chem do it? P 
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Ito fall in with the Spirit of the Times, and to 
find your Account in running down the ſuffer- 
ing Cauſe, you cannot bear your Teſtimony 
without Hazard, Damage, and Ruin; and 
Z*twas never known, that any Men forged Lies 
to their own undoing, knowing, as you do, 
that it will be fo. Beſides, your Teſtimony 


hall be confirmed by Signs, Wonders, and 
Miracles; not only, 
but by thoſe alſo, imony 
8 believe in me. All which renders your 'Fefti- 
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formed by your ſelves, 
ſhall by your Teſti 


3 mony ſufficient to lay the Foundation of the 
Goſpel fure, even at that very Place, where 


its Foundation was chiefly attack'd. Fm 
90 3. Upon bearing the Goſpel preach'd elſes 
, they might be apt to 
think, that, for the Greatneſs of their Crimes 
were paſſed by, neglefted aud abandon d. 
4. Their Day of Grace was hke to be the 


in at Jeruſalem, for, yet a little while 
and there Gil be no "AE t ſtanding; their 
Glaſs has but a little while to run. Yet 40 
Years and Jeru ſhall be deftroy'd. Their 
Nation, Polity, and Temple, ſhall be no more. 
+ You will have Time then to go over the 


Nations, but to thoſe who have ſo little Time 
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remaining, none ſhould be loſt, Begin there- b 
fore at Jeruſalem. mo foo nt 
8 5. *Twas: foretold by the Prophets, that the 


Goſpel finwld begin therey-and from thence take Wt 


its Riſe and Progreſs into all the World ; that 
our of Tion ſhould go forth the Law, and the i 
Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem; that is. Lion 
be would lay a Foundation Stone. Say unt i- 
on, Thy King cometh, The Tenour of ſeveral 3 


Scripture Prophecies of Goſpel Times, beſides 


theſe that follow, La. 2. 35 4. Mic. 4. 2. F.. * 
11. 2. Jia. 28. 16. I. 40. Oc. So that, to 
begin at Jeraſalem was one Prophetical Mark A 


of the Diyinity of this Diſpenſation; the 


Church did hereby know where to look for 
their Meſſiahl. That the World might not 

be at a Loſs in this, He order d His Prophets 
long before to point out Time and Place. 
Beſides, t Was fit that the Son of David, 
who was to have the Throne of his Father 
David, ſhould: begin his Kingdom at the City 
of David. And farther, *tis | conſiderable; 
how far ſome, Prophecies, which we com- 
monly underſtand of the Calling of the Jews, 
Were to receive their Accompliſhment at this 
Time, by the A poſtles ſucceſsful Execution of 
this Commiſſion among them, whereby ſo 
many Thouſands of them were converted. 
6. For a ſtanding Example of the Riches aud 
Freenſ gabe Grate of Chriſt, in the Offer of it 
#0 the vileſt of Sinner. 
21 Begin 


_ 


Crace to the Cbief of Sinners. 15 
Begin at Jeruſalem, and after the ſaving Ef. 


Nicacy of my Grace appears there, noone will que- 


ſtion the Poſſibility of their own Salvation. Shall 


HG 


Mot a poor penitent Sinner be accepted, when 

She vileſt of Sinners are courted? Poor Sinners 

Df the Gentiles muſt not queſtion His Grace, 

Shen they ſee it offer'd to His Murtherers. 
hen they ſee Him willing to have Mercy 
upon thoſe who had no Mercy upon him, and 

Neſirous of no other Reparation for the Injaries 

hey did him, but only, that they would not 

gefuſe the Grace he now offer'd to them, and 

What too before all the reſt of the World. 

IL For what Reaſons common to the Caſe 
of all great Sinners, is our Lord fo deſi- 
rous of their Converſion, and that they 
ſhould know that He is ſo? 


That He is willing they ſhould be convert- 

xd and ſaved, is very pla in He has not left this 
o be made out by Inference and Deduction, 
put has aſſerted it in ſo many Words. He is 
rot willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
en ſhould come to the Knowledge of the Truth 
ud be ſaved. | 
His Behaviour towards ſome of the vileſt of 
$1nners, demonſtrates,” to what low Degrees 
f Condeſcention He can ſtoop, Mith — 
much Tenderneſs He will uſe thoſe upon their 
Return, whom, by ſuch indulgent Meaſures 
e endeavours to reclaim. "I 


15 " The Tear of Jusos, | 


lam aﬀfefted- when T read, chat Go» Ray'd | 
till the Cool of the Day, an Emblem of rebated 
er, before He comes to deal with fallen 
— ; and then follows the Sinner with a 
Promiſe, Who was endeavouring vainly to 


hide Hünſelf from a Curſe; the Seed of the No. 
man ſhall break the Serpents Head; what à not 
ſeaſonable Relief and Stay to a trembling WU 
Rebel. | bo. 
Io hear Gop Himſelf preach the Goſpe 1tolf He 
Cain, the firſt Murtherer, the firſt perſelutor, 1 
that wicked one, what is this that thou haft i 8 
done ? The Voice of thy Brothers Blood crieth to 8 
me from the Ground; there's Conviction: if thou Wt © 
doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? there's| = 
the Promiſe upon Repentance. So that *tis 40 
not the Murther of a Brother, nor the Mur- 7 x 


ther of a Saviour, that can fink a penitent 
Soul into Hell ; for then Gop could not have 7 
told Cain, after He had kill'd His Brother, Gy 
that, if he did well he | ſhould be accepted ;M ©* 
nor could Peter have told the Murtherers of 6 


our Lord, that, if they re "— their Sins * 
ſhould be blotted ont 4 the Times of Refreſp- 7 
ing ſhould come from the Preſence of 2 Lord, lc, 
whom they ſlew. 70 
Maunſſe 5 Was proverbial for Wickedneſs, A 


fold H elt to „rn Iniquity, and thereby 
to Retevry and yet Go di not ſuffer Satan 2 
ber by « to run "away with the Purchaſe; | 


by a ſore Afflicrion brought Him to his 
Knees, 


* 
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Raya Knees, humbled and reformed him; and if 


bated he was not truly converted and ſav'd, ſtill the 
fallen Method God uſed with him, was the ready 
1th * Way to it. i | . e wb ee 
ly to When Chriſt came into the World bringing 
£ Wo & Salvation, to whom did He offer it? Was it 
nat 2 not to Publicans and Harlots? Publicans,-the 
bling worſt of Men accounted ; and Harlots, the 
worſt of Women? Giving this Reaſon, that, 

He tame not to call the Righteous, but Sinners 
| = to Repentance. 'T was with this good De- 
/ hap ſign He kept ſuch bad Company. And as a 
+h+ 8 1 457 of His ſaving Power, He carry'd 
about with him ſeveral of thoſe Notorious 


Conyerts, as it were with this Proclamation; 


Fei Behold, che mighty things my Grace can | 
Mir. do, What Sinners I can reclaim, hat Sins 11 WW 
tent can pardon, and ho many lg Tcan caſt . 
have & Out. Look upon theſe and believe, 'that T am l 

ther able to ſave to the utmoſt all that come unto 

re, God by me , Look upon theſe and believe, that 

rs of no Kind, Number, Degrees of Sins, can kes 


& a Man out of Heaven, that does not keep him 
from coming to Chriſt. un 
The Woman of Samaria, a laſcivious Per- 
ſon by her own Confeſſion, and by Chriſt's 
Diſcovery, yet with how ſoft and winning an 
Addreſs does He aſſure her, F thou hadft 
known the Gift of God, and who t that 
Jaid umto thee, Give me: to drink, thou would 
have d of him, and be would have * 
1 Thee, 


— — — — TR _ 
18 _ Jhe Temper of Ixsus, 

. — — — —— | — * 
ther, Kc. Io COvetous Agchens, He ſays, 


This Day is Salvation come to thine Houſe. 
Salvation to be had for fetching was great 
Grace, but He brings it home to his Houſe. 
How He dignifies his. Suffermgs, how He 
turns the Ignomuny of his Croſs into Glory, 
proving — ſaving Merits of his Death in 
the Converſion and Salvation of, the ;Dizing I 


Thief ! There the poor Wretch hung, bleed- 
With what Eyes, 1 What of 


ing his laſt Wi - 
Heart and Thouglits, muſt the expiring-Cri- 


Croſs, covered with Blood and Scorn ? ſo as 
to collect the Remainder of his Breath into 
ſuch a Prayer, Lord, Remember me when thou | 
come il into thy Kingdom, What? to a Dying 

erſon for Life! to a Crucify'd Jeſus for a 


- Kingdom ne, that appeared out · caſt by 


Jews, and deſerted even by his own Diſci- 
ples, to ſuch a One, for Admiſſion to the King- 
dom of Glory How extraordinary the Re- | 
queſt? How-gracious the inward Operations 


that produced it? And how fpeedy. and full 1 : 


the Anſwer, This Day ſhalt thou be with me in 
Paradice? I will carry thee up with me into 


Heaven, as the Fruit of the preſent Tavai! 


of my Soul, as a Trophy of my Victory over 
Satan, and will ſhow thee there, as part of 


the Spoils that ſhall adorn my I rump s Over 


Hell and its Powers; and as the Earneſt of 4 
the full Recovery and Salvation of all thoſe, 


for 


1 ta rc UE Sorters. 19 


8 for whom I am now He ſnatches 
5 r — ver Brink of Hell, one that fecm'd 
E. of Grace, but paſt Grace; and 
** $ nike ke Heart in an Inſtan vt aan been 
7 hardning for many Tears. 

He St. Poul fpeaks of Himſalf as if he were a 
% Monument fer up by Chriſt to bear ſuch an 


Inſcription as this, 1 Tim. 1. 16. Ibis is a faith. 
ful Saying, and wort hy of all eAcceptation, that 
Jeſas Chritt came into ant Wos td to ſaus Sinners, 
ns of whom: F am Chi ' Howbeit fr this Cauſe I 
; IJ. bo tained” Mercy, t at in n fret Feſis Cbniſi 
night ſbew preny all Long ſuf ſuffering, for a Pat. 
2s 

ern to them who fhou EI glove 0 him 
% Life Eoerlaftin. * 

The Crucifixion of our Lord was the dole- 
ulleſt Tragedy Cruelty ever aQted, or Sorrow 


15 could deſcribe. Where-ever ' the Guilt of It 
10 Y could fall, one would think it ſhould be with 
Ctr — enough to ſinlt them below the Reach 
nz Rof ercy. e Apoltle charges it home upon 
al Haraſalem; Him Tou have taken, an 


-1 | Wy - wicked Hands have ovacifed aud ſlain. 
Never can any Miniſter again preach e ſo 
wicked an Auditory, till a new kind of Wie- 
i Fednebbatile, great than the Murder of the 

Ford of Life. Vet, 40 waſh theſe wickke 1 
Hands from the Guilt of all the had done, 
e.tenders the Lauer of the of Chriſt, 
viting them to Ropert, and be baptized in 
Ve Name of Jeſus Chrifh, everyone” of you, for 

© 
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the Remi ſſion of Sint, and he ſhall receive the | 
Gift of t EC Holy, GH, eber) une of hon, not 
excepting; any that were concerned in it, not 
excepting any of thoſe Prieſts, that perſwaded 
the Multitude to ask Bara bbas, and deſtroy Jeſus; | 
nor him that ſpit in His Face, or ſtruck him 
on the Head; nor him that thruſt the Spear 
into his Side, if any of theſe ſhould be in the 
Crowd; and he was ſo happy as to prevail 
with about 3000 of them at that one Sermon: 
And a little while after we are particularly 
inform'd, that, Some even f .the Prieſts alſo 
were obedient to the Faith. A Thing ſo much 
the more worthy: of Remark, to the Honour 
of the Word and Grace of God, as the Know- 
ledge of thoſe ſort of Men did both aggra vate 
the Crime of their Diſobedience, and inable 
ED beyond others to parry off the Conviction 
elt ti cds Brow 900 U 24002 | 
Simon Magus, though he had been a Sorce- 
rer, yet upon Profe ſſion of his Faith and Sub- 
ject ion to Chriſt, the Apoſtles were ſo far 
from ſuppoſing that he could not become a 
Chriſtian, or that the Mercy of God did not 
extend even to ſuch a Character, upon Repen- 
tance, that they: baptizec him: And When 
aſterwards it appear'd, that he was: yet in 
the Gall Bitterueſe, aud the Bond of | Ini- 
quity, and had only acted an Hypocritical part; 
neyvertheleſs, to ſhow that if he were yet loſt} 
it could not he from any Defect of the ſaving 
MY | 5 Grace 
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the ¶ Graceof God, but from his continuing to be a 
not Hypocrite, they ſend him to the Grace of God 
not by Prayer, That the Jboug ht. of hig Heart, as 


ded 
ſus; | 
11M | 


vile as they had been, might le forgiven him. 
The Reaſons of this merciful Conduct to- 

wards the vileſt and greateſt of Sinners may 

be ſuch as theſe. © ge. 2112 | 


the 91. The Deſperateneſs of the Caſe of Great 
vail Sinner wakes it needful, that they ſhould have 
on: good efffirances. t. 
arly |} Their Danger is more near and imminent. 


alſo They are upon the very Brink of Deſtruction. 
uch Their Damnation lingreth not, but haſtens to 
our meet them, and they at the ſame time are ad- 
OW- | 


vancing apace toward that; as'Goliah; with 
vate large Steps, made haſte to meet the fatal 
able Sling and Stone, with which David alſo ran 
ion toward him at the ſame time. Their Sins 
are a vaſt Number, the Cry of them loud for 
örce- Vengeance, the Weight and Aggravations of 
gub- them are heavy; Satan the Executioner has 
far them bound in the Chains of Luſt, under the 


ne a Sentence of a condemning Law; the Pl uſtice 


not of God is whetting its glitt'ꝰring Sword to cut 
pen- them off; and there is but a ge Breath 
when between them and Damnation, which may 
et in very eaſily and ſuddenly be ſtopt: So that the 
i- Mercy is greatly heightned in being offered 1 
part to ſuch as theſe in the firſt place, and with a 
t loſt, particular Sollicitude to win them over: This 
wing Wine muſt be given to them that are ſo ready 


Grace to periſh, Beſides 


ell 


;; Beſides tlais, tis with great Dinrulty that 
Great Sinners, upon Conviction,” are even 
ao biaught to beliede there is Mercy for 
them: it would have, been harder ſtill, had 
there heen no Inſtances af extraordinary Grace 
to Sinners of an uncomman Sire. 
HFad the Goſpel taken a large Round be- 


fore it had oome to Jeruſ⸗ 
Mercy would not ha ve been 
as when they came ſo freſh from his n Lips, 
whole: Ahger they had much more Reaſon to 
fear, than to hope for his Mercy but the un- 
ꝓarallebd Grace of ſending it to them firſt, 
Vas ſuper iour to all Obiection. Fhis ſets it 


alem, the Proffers of 
ſo eaſily believ'd, n 


as much above all Doubt and Scruple, as it 


was beyonch all Example or Expectation. In- 
deed, before Sinners are awakend to a Senſe 
of their Sins, and of God's Juſtice, they are | 
very conſident of his Mercy; The Mercy of 
God is Infinite, ſay they, Goodneſs is his Na- 
ture, le never made any Creatures to do them 
any Hurt, and tis an eaſy thing enough to en- 
terta in the Hopes of Balvation through the 
Merits of Chriſt, and the Mercy of Gd: But 
Haw ſuddenly is the St ile alter d, upon a deep 
Conviation of Conſaience, and the opening 
the Eye to ſee the Number, Nature, and Ag- 
gra vation f their Sins, together with the 
Law, the Holineſsſantl ſuſtice of God arming 
aga inſt them ? Then, Is there Merey for ſuch 
uu Wretchas u? I it poſſible for 3 8 
22130 . Aaved* 
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ſa ved? Can ſo black. a Soul as mane be waſhid 
into Purity, and fo, much Guilt 28 I have 
contracted be removed? They who before 
thought Sin but a Trifle, are now ready to 
think it all unpardonable; They who a little 
before were ready to ſay, There is no Fear, 
are now ready to conclude, There is no Hope: 
They now do as much need the Encourage- 
ment of ſuch an Inſtance as this, as before 
they were ready enough to abuſe it. 
$4, The Converſion of a Great Siuuer renders 
8 tbe Grace of God the more Glorious. ' 
Begin at Jeruſalem, and the Wonders of my 
Grace there wall raiſe my Name Jesus to its 
Huſt Efteem in the World. Te Saviour, the 
* God Will appear in all their Height and Lu- 
nie tre, and my Power to fave to the uttenmoſt 
K all that come unto God by me. Let the World 
"2 Wie what Diſtempers the Skill of this Phyſi- 
N cian can heal, and what Sins the Grace of 
God can pardon : It's like the Honour a Phy- 
hi ſician gains by healing a Diſtemper given over 


by all orhers. Jerauſalem ſeemed abandoned to 
— Sin Miſery and the 17 0 n Chriſt aud, 
= ow the things of thy Peace are hid from uhine 
. S Per, thine Houſeris left unto thee deſulate, A 
150 deſperate Caſe! Me muſt be mighty to ſave 
— ndeed, that undertakes; ſuch a Caſe as this. 


\nd yet, that future Ages might believe there 
ould. be no ſuch thing as a Foil to the Skill 
and Power of our Phyſician, to ſhow bis Art 

„ Jy nts MN 
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in ſaving Souls, He ſends the Remedy firſt 
thither, where one would have thought them 
paſt all, and makes it effectual to every one 
that put themſelves into his Hands; For God 
who 1s rich in Mercy, for his great Love where- 
with he loved us, when we were dead in Sins, 
hath quickned us together with Chriſt; for by 
Grace he are ſaved'; and hath raiſed us 
#p together, and made us ſit together in 
heavenly Places in Chrift Jeſus, that in the 
Ager to come he might SHOW THE EXCEED-= 


ING RIcHESs of his Grace, and his Kindneſs | 


towards us, through Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. 2. 4, 7- 
This, he declares, is to get himſelf a Name , 
for He ſays, I will cleanſe them from all their 
Iniquity, whereby they have ſinned againſt me; 


and I will pardon all their Iniquity, whereby they | 


have ſinned againſt me, and whereby they have 
tranſgreſſed again me, and it ſhall be to me 
for a Nauk of Joy, and Praiſe, and Honour, 
before all Nations of the Earth, which ſhall hear 
of all the Good I do unto them, Jer. 33. 8, 9. 
J, even I am he that hlotteth out your Intquity 
for my Names fe. So when they had 
heard that he which N us in times 
paſt, now preached the Faith, which once he 
deſtroyed, they Glori ed God in me, Gal. 1. 23, 
24. It renders the Grace of God the more 
Glorious. WILT. as Tee 


903. The Converſion * Great Sinners does| 


more than ordinary weaken the Intereſt and 
Kingdom of Satan. They 


- 
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oF 10 They are leading Men into the Party of | 
m Hell. They do a great deal of Miſchief be- 
ne fore, and generally do a great deal of Good 


3% aſter their Converſion. Their Example very 
often draws in others: If one Sinner ſpoils a 


* great deal of Good, the Converſion of ſuch an 
| by one prevents a great deal of Miſchief. Paul, 
Who While an Enemy, perſecuted the Church 


Beyond Meaſure; when an Apoſtle, laboured 
the more abundantly than them all; while an Ene- 
my he. ſays of himſelf, that he was! exceeding 
mad again the Chriſtians, and when a Prea- 
cher, he was thought to be ſo for them, in the 
Greatneſs of his Zeal; the Devil loſt all the 
cruel Activity of ſuch an Agent, when he 
Was taken off by Grace, and the Intereſt of 
Chriſt had the Advantage of a Diligence in its 
Favour, proportionable to what he had uſed 

before in gong Miſchief. atlas 
They are (ſenſible how, much Grace went 
to theit Recovery, how much was forgiven 
them, how. much they are thereby obliged:; 
for, to dohum much is ee they love much, 
as our Lord faid of a notorious Convert. She 
anointed him with Oyl, bowed down to his 
Feet, that ſhe might bathe them with her | 
Tears, ſhe'poured:out; her Heart at her Eyes; 
While ſhe wept over them, ſhe kiſſed them, 
and anointed them, wiped them with the = 
Hair of her Head, Lake 7. 47. and there ſhe 
Neould as willingly . her Hil 
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and Blood. He could hardly get Water for 9 
his Feet of Simon, but he was a Phariſee, and h 


thought himſelf no very great Sinner. While n 
| the poor Woman's Love was extremely tender, n 
officious, and over- flowing: Seeff ibon this tl 
Woman, (ſays Chriſt) thox gave me no Water ſt 
for my Feet, lut ſhe hath "waſhed my Feet with b 
ber Tears,. and wiped them with the Hairs of 


her Head, &c. The Reafon of this different 
Carriage He explains in the after-Parable, of 

which this is the Sum, That to whom much is th 
forgiven, they love much. Hence thoſe fervent I al 
Prayers, that Activity and Diligence, thoſe 
warm Affect ions, that ready Self denial, that 
exemplary, Piety, all which ſhine forth in ſome 
notorious Converts, . who think they can ne- 
ver do enough for him, who has done and 


ſuffered, whohas given and forgiven ſo much | .77* 
to them, 1 Eee = 


9 4. In ſuch notorious Converts the Graces 
of: Santtification do ſhow themſelves, and appear || ha 
with ſingular eAdvantage and Luftre. 
Begin at Jeruſalem, and if any of thoſe ob- tod 
Aifnate' Sinners there ſhalb be ſoftned; melted, ha- 
and converted to me, it will appear to be the 
Gtace of God indeed. Begin, not at then, W. 
among Philoſophers; but at Jeraſalem, among 
the worſt: of Sinners: Whoſe Reformation, 
Virtue and Goodneſs can be imputed to no- 
thing elſe but the Grace of God. When a 
Fo of::goed Education and ſome Morals, ſho 


— One 
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one that paſſes for a good ſort of a Man among 
his Neighbours, is converted, the Change is 
not ſo viſible, the Tranſition is not ſo diſcer- 
nable, neither to themſelves nor others. For 
this Reaſon it is, that the Time and Circum- 
ſtances of Converſion are ſeldom remembred 
by ſuch, as the hrighteſt Line does not ſhow 
it ſelf upon a light Wall. But when the 
Grace of God lays hold of an immoral Man, 
x Perſon notoriouſly wicked, every one fees 
the new Creature, the Alteration is plain; 
all behold it, and ſay, He is a new Man, he 


A 


is become quĩte another thing, the Aithiopian 


Skin is changed, and the Leopard Spots are 
removed, and the Wolf it turned into a Lamb. 
When 2 ſay of one that neglected all 
Duty, Bebold, he prays ; of a Perſecutor, that, 
He preacheth the Faith that he once defirojed; 
When they ſee a Magdalen, whoſe former 
Character and Life was: as wretched; as if {he 
had been pdfleſs?d with ſeven Devils; if they 
ſee ſuch an one at the Feet of jeſus; a cove: 
tous acheus, Who never thought” that he 
had enough, not only refund: his unjuſt Extors 
tions, but giving f Hie Gods fd the Pour. 
When they ſee: the Druntard no more filed 
with Wine, whereincs Exreſs, hut filled with 
the Spirit; the Vola become ſelf-denying; 
the Fuſfianate and Revengeful, meeck and pa 
tient; the Pronq; hennble and .lowly'; this 
ſhows:the'Grate:of! Gd to the grłateſt Ada 
$2) 1 vantage 
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vantage and Set-off ; when the Divine Pencil 
lays ſuch bright Colours and lovely Fearures 
upon ſo black a Ground. 

8 5- The Converſion of ſuch notorious Sinhbrs 
will leave all thoſe w o continue oi nuts and 
impenitent, without Excuſe. 

Who can ſay after this, that the Mercy 0 of 
God was not great enough to forgive his Sin, 
or the Grace of God not ſtrong en to 


overcome his Corruptions, when: this Mercy 


and Grace is offered to the vileſt of Sinners, 

even in the firſt Place. FI had not cbme, 

and ſpoke to them, they had no Sin, (in Com- 

3 But noto they haue ub Cloak for. their 
: 


7. Did 1 not tell thee, that I was ahle to 


jen to theruttermoſt all that come um God A 
and to give Proof of iw ordered ny Go- 
ſel to Begin at Jeruſalem." 

The Sialler that ſhall ſtand at the Bar of 
God; with Guilt in his Looks, Frembling in 
his Joints; and Convulſions in his Conſcience. 
Fearful Apprehenſions Can he deny 0 
Guilt? No, the Eye of the judge, like a F 
of Fire, | ſhoots into the Heart and Conſei 2 
Light and Pain, Conviction and Anguiſh, at 
thẽ ſame Time: Such Light and Conviction, 
that malkes the old Records there legible a- 
gain, which time ſeemed to have devoured. 
Can he form Excuſes ? What can Deſpair and 
Unbelief fay, for having kept 4 Sinner from 


do = Heaven 7 ou Lord! I thought my 


ſelf 


of | 8 
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ſelf too great a Sinner to be e that 
is, (Chriſt may reply) you thought I was a 
Liar, when I told you, e manner of Sin 
and Blaſphemy ſhould be forgiven unto Men; 
when I told you, that, The Blood of Jeſus 
cleauſes from all Sin. Look then upon Adam, 
that deſtroyed a World, Manaſſeb, Rabab, 
Magdalen, Zgchews, Paul, and eſpecially on 
thoſe Jeruſalem Sinners, ho laid bold of 
Eternal Life, with Hands ſtained with my 
on Blood. But I thought it would have 


been time enough upon a Death bed. But wy 


my ordering them to Begin at Jeruſalem, 


let all the World know, that no time was ever 


to be Toft; I thought I could have pleaded 
what I have often put off others with, that 
if L Was Decreed to be ſaved, I ſhould be 
ſaved, and if not But who impower'd 
thee to make ſuch Rules of acting to thy ſelf? 


Beginning any where : Why mult ſecret things, 
that belong to God, be your Rule, in N 
of th ola in revealed things, that belong t 

you and your Children; when I never made 
them a Nule for your Conduct, flor would you 
ever do it in any other Caſe of Value? You 
never would venture your Life, Health, or 
Limbs; upon ſuch a Notion of my Decrees 
which ſhows the Hypocriſy of ſuch a Pretence' 
You never ſaid with your ſelf, If I am decreed 
to eſea pe, I ſhall eſcape; and fo refufed to 1 
el 01 


. 


| 
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Upon thi.Rzaſoning there was no need of 
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void a wild Beaſt, or the Mouth of a Can- 
non. If T am decreed to be preſerved, I ſhall be 
breſerved, and fo let the Fire burn, that had 
Findled upon your Houſe; and why the 
Ezd, Salvation, ſhould be expected meerly 


from a Decree, without the Mean, Repen- 


A 


- 


tance, and Faith, and Holineſs, when you al- 
ways joined them together in other Caſes, is 
only. becauſe: in this Caſe. you did not like the 
Means. And by the very Deerees you plead, 
I have ordained, that ſuch ſhall never obtain 
this End, ho diſlike the Means; who neg- 
lect that Holineſe, without which no Man ſhall 


ſee the Lord. But, O Lord, I had heard a 


great deal of thy Mercy, even to thy Murde- 
rers, and I thought I might have depended 
upon it. To which Chriſt may finally an- 
{wer, Such Mercy as you depended upon was 
never heard of in my Goſpel, Wasa pure In- 
vention of your on and the s; and as 
for e Repentance always went along 
with that Commiſſion, that carry'd them the 
Forgivenel of Sins. eee 

aan ea NSW 7, 1 DULL. 0. 
1 o What has been ſaid, for the Practical 
Improvement of this Behaviour of our Lord, 
we may add the following Remarks. | 


1. The Grave of God always prevents us, and 


| begins npith-99. ; + 


bare been long enough before they would 


ha ve 
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have ſou ht after Him; He prevents us with 
the Bleſings of his Goodpeſs. The Good Shep- 
herd goes after the loſt Sheep: For He came to 
ſeek in order to ſave that which was loſt, 
While the Prodigal was a great way off, the 
Father runs to meet him, ſo little Reaſon i is 
there to fear He will run from us, when we 
=" ft Conſolatiiom againſt any T. 
3 is ſtron any 
tations to Deſpair, that ariſe om the Thoegh 


of Tour being the greateſt of Sinners. 


What could our Lord do more to encourage 
you to hope? And what can you do fo unſui- 
table to all this, as to throw it up, in diſtruſt 
of Him, or CORN in your felves? Is it 

poſſible for all the Powers of Darkneſs, to 
Hen a Cloud ſo Gloomy, as this will not dart 
ſome Light and Comfort through Open thy 
Soul to this Aſſurance, it's a Beam from tlie 
Face of thy Redeemer, to give Light to them 
2 fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 


Look upon Jeruſalem City, and ach 


4 be hes, the next time he ſays there 
15 220 5 
But he urges, I am a vile Sinner. True, 


yet this Text ſtands bet wixt me and Damnati- 
on, between me and Deſpair. But I am the 
Chief of Sinners. —Agreed, make me as black 
to my own Conſcience as poſſible, it ſhall on- 
ly ſerve to raiſe my Admiration of the Free 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and drive me 


the 
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the ſurer to Him, who came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. But thy 
Sia is ſuch it can't be forgiven.— That's a Lie 
of the Devil; for the Blood of Chriſt his Son 
cleanſeth us from all Sin, and all manner of Sin 
and Blaſpbemy ſhall be forgiven unto Men. 
But you have ſinned the Sin againſt the Holy 
650% If ſo, You were too ſure of me 
to give me all this Diſturbance ; when the 
ſtrong Man keeps the Palace, all is in Peace; 
no Workings of the Good Spirit, no Diſtur- 
bance from the Evil One: My Concern about 
my Soul, and your Oppolition,. are things 
that are inconſiſtent with that State you would 
perſwade me I am in. I will not let go my 
Hope, ſince He wants nothing belonging to a 
compleat Saviour, and I want nothing but 
what I may receive from Him. 
.  3-Theſe things conclude as ſtrongly againſt Pre- 
ſumption in the other Extream, 435 
Look over all the Inſtances here mentioned, 
and ſee, if any of them were ſaved without 
= Faith and Repentance. Will you ay, 
8 Mary Magdalene, and the Jeruſalem Sinners, 
were ſaved by Chriſt, upon their Faith and 
Repentance, and New Obedience; therefore 
T ſhall be ſaved by this Mercy, without theſe? 
They were ſaved from their Sins, therefore I 
ſhall be ſaved ia them. This is a Preſumption 
upon a ſort of Grace, that the Bible no where 
promiſes, and that never ſaved any one Soul 
yet, 


| Mercy of God will not fave me. T was way 


The Offer of Salvation, is, indeed, amazing 
Grace; but Mercy meerly offer'd ſaves no 


Compliance with the Method of Salvation. 


given to become the Sons of God. What's in- 
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yet, nor ever will: Beſides, were not thoſe 
who remained impenitent, afterwards de- 
ſtroy'd for all this? Properly, none ought to 
deſpair of the Mercy of Chriit, but thoſe who 
thus preſume upon it, by expecting the Bene- 
fit of it, in a Way it ſhall never be beſtow'd. 
The eſtabliſh'd Order of Salvation is Repen- 
tance and Remiſſion of Sins, we are ſaved by 
Grace through the Waſhing of Regeneration, and 
the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; out of this 
Method, all the Merit of Chriſt, and all the 


and Grace brought forth this Method, Wit- 
dom and Juſtice approv'd it; Can the ſame 
Mercy and Grace annul it? Can Truth and 
Holineſs 'ever leave it ? In this Method the 
worſt of Sins ſhall not be my Ruin; but out 
of it, all the Grace in Heaven can't prevent it, 
becauſe, properly ſpeaking, there is no ſuch 
Grace in Heaven, nor any where elſe, but in 
the vain Imagination of thoſe, who love their 
Sins too well, to part with them, even for 
Eterfial Life it ſelf. 


Man, without Acceprance of the Grace, and 
"Tis. to 45 many us receiv'd Him, that Power is 
cluded in this Acceptance of Mercy ; How 


the Grace of God works it in us, what we can 
| E . Aa 


— 
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do, or cannot do in it, belongs not to me at 
preſent to enquire? But the abfolute Neceſſity 
of the Thing it ſelf, is what appears from this 
Text, againſt all Preſumption whatſoever, be- 
cauſe, there is nothing in Heaven or Earth 
provided in the Room of Faith and Holineſs, 
nor can any one ſtand forth and fay, that the 
Grace of the Goſpel has made Proviſion of any 
Thing, either in God, Chriſt, or the Spirit of 
God, to ſtand in the Room of Faith and Ho- 


lineſs, for without Faith T have no Part in Gd 


nor Chriſt. And further, becauſe, theſe Sin- 
ners of Jersſalem, who did not repent and be- 
lieve, according to this Commiſſion, were 
afterwards, notwithſtanding the Grace of the 


Offer, finally deſtroy'd. In a Word, the im- 


menſe Goodneſs of this Offer forbids all Deſpait, 
and yet at the ſame Time, doubles the Dam- 
nation of fuch as dare ſinfully preſume upon it 
on the one hand, or refuſe it on the other. 

4. This i a Warrant, and Obligation upon 
Miniſters to offer Salvation to the worſt of 
Sinners. | 2 | 
They were to go into the City, and preach 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins to wWhom- 
ſoever they had met. If they had met the 
falſe Witneſſes, that witneſſed againſt Him, 
if they had met Thoſe that cry d ont, Cracifie, 
Cracifie him, They muſt have preach'd this 
fame Cruciſied Jeſus to them al. „II 


The 


Face ta the Chief of Sauners. 35 


The original Commiſſions are the Madel af 
all our After-preaching, and by comparing 
them together, they deliver the two great 
Ends of Preaching; one is the: Coxverfan af 
Sinners, Let Repentance and Remiſſian of Sims bg 
2 unto all Nations ; the other, the 

ification of Saints, teaching them to do, what- 

faever I have commanded ; this is. the wholg 

Counſel of Gad. You therefore who are Chri- 

ſtians, ſhould not think much of the Fime and 

Pains laid out ſometimes upon Sinners, in 

thoſe Things, both of Knowledge and Practice, 
Which, it may be, you are already very well 

acquainted with. There was. a Lime when 

you needed the ſame Things to be laid before 

ou; others, then ſat by, and heard thoſe 

| Things that prov'd your Converſion, though 

they were well acquainted with them, and 
had heard them many Times before. 

They forget this, who give Way to ſuch a 
Nicety in Hearing, as creates. an. Indifference, 
if not Uneaſineſs, under the plain and neceſ- 
ary Addreſſes to thoſe, who.are yet in their 
Sins, and to People of a lower Claſs. Some 
are all for a Word of Knowledge, and are rea- 
dy to deſpiſe What is not Deep, Reſearched, 
the and Peculiar— We knew all this before 
As if, affecting the Mind, impreſſing the Con- 
le ſcience, with a more religious Senſe of Truths 

7 ” 
that are very well known, and repeating there» 
upon the ſame Acts of Worſhip to God, which __ - 
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they are in their Nature apt to produce, were 
no Part of our Religion; when indeed, it's 
the very beft Part, and that, to which, all 
Knowledge is no further excellent, than as it 
is ſubſervient. Others are all. for a Word of 
Affection, and that which does not elevate, 
ſurprize, and powerfully move the Paſſions, is 
with them, on the other hand, but à dull 
Story, forgetting, that our Buſinefs is not on- 
ly to raiſe the Affections, but to inform the 
Judgment, that you may grow in all N 8 and 


Underſtanding. In ſhort, Ve ſhould have but 


fe Converſions, and the greateſt Part of the 
World would die in their Sins, if you were 
never to hear any thing that you knew 
before. And on the other ſide, if we were 


always laying again the Fpundations, there 
would be but few built up in their moſt Holy 


Faith; it remains, that we endeavour as we 
can, to approve our ſelves ſuch wiſe Stewards, 
as may give every one their Portion in due 


Seaſon ; that while the ſtrong Men muſt have 


their Meat, the Babes in Chriſt may not 
want the ſincere Milk of the Word, that 
they may grow thereby; remembring al- 
Ways, that it is more to our Purpoſe, to con- 


vert one Soul, than meerly to entertain a 
Thouſand. ieee 


F. The infinite Sufficiency f the Merits of 


Chris Death and Sufferings is ſeen in this 


The 


ROOM tem a ARArs 
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The Ancients uſed to ſay, If you would ſee 
the Trinity, you muſt go to Jordan; where 
the Son was baptized in the River, the Holy 
Ghoft deſcending upon him, and the Father's 
Voice was heard, Saying, This is my Beloved 
Son. I may fay, if you would ſee the infinite 
Sufficiency of the Merits of Chriſt, and the 
exceeding Riches of his Grace, you muſt go 
to Jeruſalem, and ſee, to what Sort of People 
he does in the firſt Place open the Treaſures 
of Mercy. The unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
Unfearchable indeed, ſince Jeruſalem's Sins 
could not exhauſt them; He it known unto yor, 
Men and Brethren, that through this Man is 


preach'd unto you, FORGIVENESS OF SIS, 


and 7 him, all that beleive, are juſtify d, from 
all things, from which they could not be juſiified 
by the Law of Moſes, 

6. He that could firſt deſtroy Sin in its full 
Strength, Sin at the Height, and in the worſt? 
off Characters, can eaſily do it, where it is in 
Part already mortig d and ſubdu d. 

If Sinners of ſuch a Rank and Size are ſan- 
tified and fav'd, will He not carry on the 


Work ina weak Chriſtian ? He who was able 


thus to ſeize and recover the ſturdy Offender, 
that can thus conquer Sin in its full Strength 


and Vigour, cannot He ſubdue it, when it is 
half dead and mortify'd? He that can raiſe 
from the Dead, can ſurely continue Life where 


it 
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it is begun. It is a Comfort to a weak and 
trembling Chriſtian to ſee what Chriſt has 
done for the moſt wicked and hardned Sin- 
ners; for he that can thus turn a Wolf into a 
Lamb, can ſurely preſerve the Lamb from the 
Devourer. 

7. gore: alem is the Mother-Church of all 
Churches, the Mother of us all. 

There, the Goſpel began, thence, it had its 
Riſe and Spring. As at eAntioch the Chriſtian 
Name, ſo at Jeruſalem the Chriſtian Church, 
firſt began. How proud had Rowe been, 
if either of theſe had been done at that City ? 
if Chriſt had ſaid, Let Repentance and Re- 
miſſion of Sins, be preach'd to all Nations, 
in my Name, Beginning at Rome; or if it 
had been ſaid, the Diſciples were /ir/t called 
Chriſtians at Rome? They would immediate» 
ly. have cryꝰd out Mother-Church. They would 
have made a mighty Noiſe about Beginning at 
Rome, &c. This would have been Demonftrati- 
on for their ſham Supremacy oyer all Churches. 
But as truly as Eve was the Mother of all 
Living, Jeruſalem appears to be the Mother 
of all Churches. There, Peter preach'd his 
firſt Sermon; there, he made his firſt Con- 
verts, and founded the fin Church, that is, 
the firſt Congregation of faithful People, and 
this is what even they who complement 
Rome with this affected Claim of Supremacy, 
| are 
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are themſelves forcedto acknowledge, * and we 


too, are willing enough to allow Her the Title 
of Mother, in fuch Senſe as the Scripture has 
done it before us, that is to ſay, the Mother of 
Harlots, and eAbontinations of the Earth. + 
8. This obliges all that have obtained this 
Grace, to be of a like merciful and forgiving Spirit. 
To be implacable is to be like a Devil ; to 


be a Chriſtian is to be like This Jeſus, who 


upon a Croſs, pray'd for his Enemies, Father 
forgive them, Like this Jeſas, who after his 
Reſurrection, courted theſe Murderers into 
the Salvation purchaſed by his Death and 


Blood; who gladly beſtow'd it upon all that 


would accept it, and waited forty Years up- 


on the Reſt, that they might have Time and 


Spate to re 'This Jeſus is the Head, the 
Author, and Pattern of our Religion; and 
this Religion is certainly like Himfelf, a Re- 
= that inſpires this Godlike Temper of 
Mind; a Temper particularly choſen out to 


ſhow the Child of God, in one of the moſt 


genuin Features of his Heavenly Father. Bar 
1 jay unto you, love your Enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 

ay for them that deſpitefully uſe you, and per- 
— you, that you may (appear to) be the C bil- 
dren of your Heavenly Father. | 
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Mater. Baron. Anno 382. Numb. 15, 
T Rev. 17. f. 


It 


I Chriſtianity does ſo much conſiſt in a 
Diſpoſition to treat even our very Enemies 


thus; if Chriſt has enjoined this [Temper of 
Mind upon all his Followers, as a Mark of his 
True Religion, and of its genuin Profeſſors; 
if the very Eſſence and Beauty of this Religion 
lies in having the ſame Mind in us that was in 
Chriſi Jeſus; and in ſome Conformity to that 


moſt lovely Perſon, whoſe Zeal for God's 


Houſe eat up himſeff indeed, but did not devour | 
thoſe about him; if it does ſo much conſiſt in 
an Imitation of that excellent Perſon, whois 


Goodneſs and Benevolence it ſelf: If, I fay, 


this be the Spirit of our Religion, and of its 


Author, Jesus, even towards Enemies them- 


ſelves ; tell us, O ye Severe, ye Rigid, of all 


Complexions and Parties, tell us, How muſt 


Brethren be treated? How muſt thoſe, who 
are weak in the Faith, be received? Who 
though perhaps miſtaken in differing from us, 
et are not therefore Enemies; are not viler 
-tor miſtaking the Mind of Chriſt, than Jeru- 
ſalem Sinners for killing the Perſon. Will it 
pleaſe him, who bas forgiven thee and them, 
10. many Talents, to ſee thee take thy Brother 
by the Throat for a few Pence; and they too 
not borrowed by him, but laid upon him by 


thee ? Will perpetual worrying of thy Brother 
ſuit the Temper of that Jeſus, who was no 


ſooner got down from the Croſs, in a manner, 
but contrives how to fave them that nailed 


him 
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im to it? One would imagine thoſe Scrip- 
tures never had a Place in our Bible, that 
command us to bear one another”s Burdens, 
inſtead of laying new ones on, and ſo to fulfil 
the Law of Chriſt, that we ſhould be kindly 
 affettionate one towards another, and forgive 


one another, even as God for Chrift Sake has 


forgiven us. 
Bigots there may be, and have been, of all 


Perſwaſions; but an implacable, irreconcile- 
able, cruel Chriſtian, is of the ſame Figure of 
Speech as a godly Adulterer, a religious Drun- 
kard, or devout Murderer. A Religion that in- 
ſpires Cruelty and Revenge; that is ſofar from 
forgiving Injuries, that it multiplies them upon 
ſuch as deſire to injure no body; that can al- 
low its Votaries to contrive, as near as poſſible, 
the Miſery of poor People in this World, or 
their Damnation in the next; as they do un- 
deniably, who firſt tempt a poor Creature to 
ſhipwreck his Conſcience, and then ftrain 
upon him for not doing it ; firſt tempt a Man 
to be an Hypocrite, and next puniſh him for 
not being fo : I fay, a Religion of this Com- 
lexion needs no ſtronger Confutation, nor can 
better prov'd to be none of his, than to 
be compar'd with this Temper and Spirit, 
With this Carriage and Commiſſion of the 
lovely Jeſus. For, O Lord ! where didſt tho 
ever put Fire and Sword, Priſons, Halters and 
Gibbets into thy 8 ? Or, what was 
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ever ſcen in thee, that could look like appro- 
ving of any ſuch kind of Methods? Hadit thou 


ever {aid to thine Apoſtles, Go, Preach the 


Goſpel, beginning. gt Jeruſalem; and they that 
won't believe as you bid them, plunder, im- 
priſon, and ſtarve them. Didſt thou 
ever giye thine Apaſtles ſuch Powers? 
Are Men to be forced by Pain into the Be- 
lief, that this Jeſus was the moſt merciful Be- 
ing, that his Religion was the kindeſt thing in 
the World, and his Miniſters are all Sons of 
Benignity and Peace; and if they will not be» 
lieye it, to call for the Jailor and the Rack to 
rove it. Such a Commiſſion would rather 
ſuppoſed to come from Appollyan, the De- 
royer, than from Jefus, the Saviour of Man- 
Bio Wh came into the World, not to deſerey 
Mens Lives, but to ſave; to make the Lamb. 
and the Molſ feed together, that there might be 


20 mare deſtroying nor purting in all thy holy 
Mountains. = al. F 
Think once more, to Whom it Was this 
Offer Was going to be made : They had ſpit 
in his Face, in whole: Preſence Angels coyer 
irs, raptured with Delight and Joy, and 
ve no {weeter Ecfacigs, than to behold his 
—1 2 ; they had blindfolded his Eyes, which 
ad o oſten wept over them and their Chile 
gen, and ſo oſten turnech up to his Father. 
—— for them; they truck him, buffeteg, 


-. 
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him and exp69d him to the moft contrived 
Indignities, that ever attended a Crown of 
Thorns, and à diſmal Croſs; he forgave it 
all; to every one of them that would but re: 
At. 
elf the Hiſtory of the World had ever af. 
forded an Inſtance of a- good Prince, whoſe 
Government was moſt Rightful, his Admini- 
frration — to the belt Laws, temper'd | 
with Equity Moderation; his Temper 
gentle and ll moſt affable and condeſcend- 
ing, one that treated his Subjects as any Fa- 
ther could do his Children, la aying 3 hinſele 
out intirely for their Benefit and Service, fo 
that the People could not but own, He had 
dont” all things well, how ſurprizing "would if 
be; to find after all, that his, good Prince was 
aſſaffinated by thoſe Whom he had moſt obli- 
god: ? That there ſhould be any Beings on this 
de Hell capable of ſuch a thing? Well, in 
the laſt Agonies of his Life, he calls ſome 
Friends about him, and ſays to this Purpoſe, 
I am dying of the Wounds they have Fore 
me; I had Reaſon to expect a kinder Re- 
turn However, I forbid all Revenge upon 
any of thoſe that rælent upon it, and Before I 
die, I order that there be an Act of Grace 
forthwith drawn up, and proclaimed for the 
Pardon of my Murderers, upon Condition 
only that they be ſenſible of what they have 
done, that they acknowledge their Fault; and 
| EF 2 es 
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| to give them Aſſurance that they may depend 


upon it, I will have it ſubſcribed, and ſealed, 
with ſome of that very Blood which they have 
drawn. And ſince I find my ſelf dying away, 
Ido command with my laſt Breath, that the 
Heralds who ſhall — fn this, do ſend: the 
firſt Copy of it, to Him that gave me the firſt 
Wound, and the Second to him that ſtruck the 
deepeſt — and ſo gave up the Ghoſt, How 
would all the Annals have rung of ſuch an In- 
ſtance as this? What a Noiſe would it have 
made in the World? His Name would have 
ſtood for the Figure of all Goodneſs. Arts and 
Sciences would have laviſh'd all their Trea- 
ſures upon the Memory of ſo much Grace, 


the Hiſtorian, the Orator, the Poet, the Paint- 


er, the Statuary, nor would they have refrain- 
ed from raiſing Altars to ſo much Divinity in- 
carnate There is a Perſon of hom all this 
is Fact, there is a Name, to which all this is 
due Ti; Thine, 05 Jeſus, that lovely Name, 
even jeſus, that hath delivered us from Wrath 
#2 come, by dying under our Hands; and fon 
ES. Eo en en 88 
Here then, with the Apoſtles, let us ſtand, 
and gaze, and wonder, and worſhip, as they 
did, after He had faid theſe Things; Things 
fo Divine call for a ſpecial Act of Adoration, ; 
the Whole God ſhone forth; in this Goodneſs. 
His Miracles did not ſpeak Him more Divine. 
Iwill not execute the Fierceneſs of. my. TR 


RD OD mBmRERRAMN ARAKYq 


1 =— 4 7 = 
* * 
A 
© © a 


Grace to the Chief of Smners. 45 


I will not return to A Jeruſalem, for I am 
God, and not Man; ſuch is the Language of 
the Deity, and ſuch the Language of this 
Commiſhon. - Ing 1197 Y | 
Izsus ! with what a Mind and Frame of 
Soul, didſt thou leave this World, and go up 
to Heaven? And art thou ſtill the ſame? Has 
the higheſt Place in Heaven only enlarg'd thy 
Power of doing good, according to the eſta- 


bliſh*'d Oeconomy, and Order of Grace? And 


is that Grace ſtill as Free, as Full, as Exten- 


ſive, as Sufficient, as when firſt offered to 


| Jeruſalem ? Then I am thy Captive; for who 


can hold out n all this? Who can deny 
any thing to it? Hear me but in the follow- 
ing Prayer, That ſome Portion of the ſame 
Spirit, that renders. thee ſo lovely, may de- 
ſcend upon me, and then I am ſure to be be- 
loved by thee; for if this be thy Carriage to- 
wards thine Enemies, what is thy Heart to- 
wards them that love thee as their own Souls? 
Let therefore all thoſe Paſſions and Affections, 
that held the Apoſtles in Extaſie of Attention, 
when they beheldat parting the ſweet Majeſty 
of thy humble Grandeur ; when they beheld 
the Marks of thy late Sufferings, and of pre- 
ſent Authority, of all Power in Heaven and 
Earth, and of brotherly Love, at once ſeated 
in thy Divine Aſpect; when they beheld the 


Heavens opening, their Lord aſcending, and 
followed thee with Eyes drowned in Love, 
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46 Te 
— 
and ſtretching, with curious Wonder, into 
the Celeſtial Preſence; let theſe ſame Paſſions 
and Affections, fo poſſeſs my Soul, and devote 
me to thy ſelf and Service, that I may never 
give over looking upwards in Expectation, 
till 1 ſhall behold ther i Ae mamer coming 
tie [condi time, without! Si unto Salvation, 
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Advertiſement. 


A Sermon preach'd at Crosby- our Nov. 700 1 
1709. In Commemoration 
from Popery and Slavery. By B. Gravenor. 

The Miniſterial Office : Wherein the Importance, 
Difficulty, Nature and Neceſſity of that Office, are 
conſidered. Being two Sermons ; one at the Or- 
dination of Mr. B. Gravenor, the other at the Ordi- 
nation of Mr. S. Wright. By Daniel Williams, D. D. 
Alſo Mr. Gravenor's and Mr. Wright's Confeſſion of 
Faith, deliver'd at their Ordination. Price bound x s. 
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